
 

 

PRESS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE DISTRIBUTION  

Schulte Roth & Zabel Announces New 
Director of Diversity & Inclusion 

Rachel V. Simmonds-Watson 
 

New York, October 28, 2019 — Schulte Roth & Zabel (SRZ) is pleased to announce the addition of 
Rachel V. Simmonds-Watson as its Director of Diversity & Inclusion, resident in the firm’s New York 
office. She joins the firm from Debevoise & Plimpton, where she served as Diversity Manager for more 
than 10 years.   
  
Ms. Simmonds-Watson has more than 10 years of experience developing and implementing diversity 
and inclusion programming in law firms. In her new role at SRZ, she will oversee the firm’s diversity and 
inclusion initiatives and policies. Ms. Simmonds-Watson will work closely with the firm’s Executive 
Committee, Diversity & Inclusion (D&I) Committee, Affinity Groups and Professional Development and 
Recruiting Departments. 
  
“We are delighted to have Rachel join us. She is a leader in the field of diversity and inclusion, and a 
stalwart advocate of equality in the workplace,” commented Taleah Jennings, SRZ litigation partner 
and co-chair of SRZ’s D&I Committee. “We are excited to have Rachel’s experience and expertise at 
SRZ. We have been increasing the quality and breadth of our D&I programming in recent years, and we 
look forward to Rachel helping us do even better,” added David Nissenbaum, SRZ investment 
management partner and co-chair of SRZ’s D&I Committee. The D&I Committee guides diversity and 
inclusion efforts in all areas of the firm, from recruitment and professional development to promotion 
and leadership. 
  
“Rachel is a proven leader who has demonstrated a deep commitment to improving diversity and 
inclusion in the legal industry. We are very pleased to have her lead the firm’s efforts in this critical 
work,” commented Alan Waldenberg, chair of SRZ’s Executive Committee.  
  
“I am thrilled to be at Schulte, where I see great momentum and an energetic commitment to 
improving the experiences of all lawyers and business staff. I look forward to working together with the 
firm leadership to make a real and lasting impact on this community and beyond,” said Ms. Simmonds-
Watson. She holds a B.A. in international studies from the New York University School of Continuing 
and Professional Studies, where she was a Founder’s Day Scholar. Ms. Simmonds-Watson is a member 
of the Association of Law Firm Diversity Professionals, where she has held various leadership positions. 
She is also a member and former vice chair of the Diversity Section of the National Association for Legal 
Career Professionals.  
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About Schulte Roth & Zabel  
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP (www.srz.com) is a full-service law firm with offices in New York, Washington, 
DC and London. As one of the leading law firms serving the financial services industry, the firm regularly 
advises clients on corporate and transactional matters and provides counsel on regulatory, compliance, 
enforcement and investigative issues. The firm’s practices include: bank regulatory; bankruptcy & 
creditors’ rights litigation; blockchain technology & digital assets; broker-dealer regulatory & 
enforcement; business reorganization; complex commercial litigation; cybersecurity; distressed debt & 
claims trading; distressed investing; education law; employment & employee benefits; energy; 
environmental; finance; financial institutions; hedge funds; individual client services; insurance; 
intellectual property, sourcing & technology; investment management; litigation; litigation finance; 
mergers & acquisitions; PIPEs; private equity; real estate; real estate capital markets & REITs; real 
estate litigation; regulated funds; regulatory & compliance; securities & capital markets; securities 
enforcement; securities litigation; securitization; shareholder activism; structured finance & 
derivatives; tax; and white collar defense & government investigations. 
 
SRZ Spotlight on Diversity & Inclusion 
SRZ Spotlight videos feature a diverse, cross section of SRZ lawyers and firm leaders sharing their 
experiences at the firm. The SRZ Spotlight on Mentoring video features SRZ mentor-mentee pairs 
discussing their relationships and how these relationships have helped them succeed. The SRZ Spotlight 
on Diversity & Inclusion video features SRZ lawyers discussing how the firm fosters diversity and 
inclusion and why this is so important, especially in the practice of law.  
 
Watch the SRZ Spotlight on Mentoring. 
Watch the SRZ Spotlight on Diversity & Inclusion. 
 

* * * 
 
Contacts: 
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP  
Sun Min 
sun.min@srz.com | +1 212.610.7539 
 
Group Gordon Inc. 
Lana Gersten 
lgersten@groupgordon.com| +1 312.846.1655 
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